March 1, 2018
AAUP Urges CSU Chancellor to Suspend Executive Orders
Faculty groups decry unilateral action and disregard for necessary input.
The national American Association of University Professors joins its California state conference in urging
the suspension of two executive orders, EO 1100 (revised) and EO 1110, that make extensive changes to
the general education requirements, placement testing, and remedial education policies applying to all
of the California State University (CSU) campuses. The policies mandate significant changes to the
graduation requirements, curricula, and course offerings at CSU.
The widespread concern stems from apparent violations of academic governance norms. According to
the Statement on Government of Colleges and Universities, “The faculty has the primary responsibility
for such fundamental areas as curriculum, subject matter and methods of instruction, research, faculty
status, and those aspects of student life which relate to the educational process.”
The CSU system Academic Senate (ASCSU), the California conference of the AAUP, and the California
Faculty Association (CFA) contend that the process that led to the adoption of the executive orders did
not provide for adequate faculty consultation.
The ASCSU adopted a resolution at its September 14-15 meeting objecting to the flawed governance
process and consultation, stating, “CSU faculty are experts and researchers in their fields who must be
relied on when the system contemplates major changes in curriculum design. We contend that the
revision to EO 1100 and the newly released EO 1110 did not arise from the fulsome shared governance
process needed to reflect faculty expertise, and therefore the Senate and the faculty it represents are
compelled to reject changes in curricula that do not originate through such a fulsome process. Changes
to basic curriculum policy need thoughtful consideration informed by a nuanced understanding of the
rationale and impacts of proposed changes on the quality of education that CSU campuses provide and
that our students deserve.”
The AAUP joins the ASCSU resolution urging Chancellor White to place the executive orders “into
abeyance and defer their implementation date to, at earliest, Fall 2019,” to engage in “genuine
consultation with faculty.”
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