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functions of their institutions, teach-
ing and research. Full-professor
average salaries are up 5.5 percent
from last year but are dwarfed by the
36.4 percent increase in average
head coach salaries. As we reported
last year, new University of Alabama
coach Nick Saban made headlines
by securing a $3.5 million salary
when he returned to the college
ranks from the National Football
League. But four of his conference
colleagues also garnered salaries of
more than $2 million this year.

One argument for paying high
salaries to head football coaches in
Division I-A is that the programs
generate profits that can be shared
with other university departments, in-
cluding academic programs. Regard-
ing football in particular, National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
data for 2002–03 indicated that 68

percent of Division I-A programs re-
ported profits, 28 percent reported
budget deficits, and 4 percent reported
breaking even. While football on
average helps to subsidize other sports
at Division I-A universities, athletic
programs as a whole ran budget
deficits. The average athletics deficit
of $600,000 is a small amount when
compared to a university operating
budget in the hundreds of millions
of dollars, but even so, NCAA data do
not support the promise of football
as a source of revenue for university
academic programs.3 Instead, it
appears that any net revenues that
may be raised by even the most suc-
cessful football programs go to sub-
sidize other athletic programs.

When asked by USA Today about
the enormous salaries commanded
by head football coaches, Louisiana
State University athletic director Skip

Bertman said, “I go back to profes-
sional baseball and Alex Rodriguez
making $25 million a year. Or to
Julia Roberts and $20 million for one
movie. Are those people worth it? Of
course not. But if that’s what the mar-
ketplace is and enough people are
willing to watch Alex play or Julia
Roberts in a movie, they have a right
to get that. I don’t think this is any
different.”

While analogies can be enormously
useful learning devices, they don’t
work if they aren’t accurate. Alex
Rodriguez is paid $25 million by a
professional baseball team that is a
corporation whose function is to pro-
duce a winning team for profit.
When Julia Roberts is paid $20 mil-
lion to make a movie, she is being
employed by a media company whose
function is to produce entertaining
films for profit. By contrast, most of

TABLE B
Average Salary for Division I-A Football Head Coaches and Full Professors,

by Conference, 2006–07 and 2007–08

Average Head Football Coach Salary Average Full-Professor Salary
Ratio, Avg. Coach
to Avg. Professor

2006 2007 Change 2006–07 2007–08 Change

Conference Mean N Mean N (%) Mean N Mean N (%) 2006–07 2007–08

Atlantic Coast Conference 1,215,154 12 1,363,450 10 12.2 118,573 12 125,044 12 5.5 10.2 10.9
Big East Conference 979,706 7 1,184,851 8 20.9 106,168 8 110,263 8 3.9 9.2 10.7
Big Ten Conference 1,431,583 9 1,504,176 9 5.1 113,929 9 118,851 9 4.3 12.6 12.7
Big Twelve Conference 1,577,261 12 1,631,022 12 3.4 100,936 12 105,961 12 5.0 15.6 15.4
Conference USA 552,422 10 649,552 9 17.6 96,486 10 100,074 10 3.7 5.7 6.5
Mid-American Conference 197,319 12 226,475 12 14.8 91,700 10 93,783 12 2.3 2.2 2.4
Pacific-Ten Conference 1,236,604 9 1,311,968 9 6.1 110,331 9 109,654 7 -0.6a 11.2 12.0
Southeastern Conference 1,423,565 11 1,941,612 11 36.4 98,788 11 104,229 10 5.5 14.4 18.6
Sun Belt Conference 237,166 8 255,069 9 7.5 85,065 7 87,983 8 3.4 2.8 2.9
Western Athletic Conference 470,748 9 546,508 9 16.1 84,629 9 87,596 9 3.5 5.6 6.2
Mountain West Conference 622,776 8 645,632 8 3.7 96,627 7 102,627 7 6.2 6.4 6.3

Overall Average 925,683 107 1,040,863 106 12.4 100,998 104 104,523 104 3.5 9.2 10.0

Notes: Coach salary includes base salary and other income, most of which is guaranteed. It does not include performance-based bonuses. Full-professor salary is for full-time
instructional faculty, excluding administrators and medical school faculty; base salary adjusted to nine-month basis. Conference figures do not include Pennsylania State Univer-
sity or independent universities, where data are incomplete.

a Faculty salary figures for 2007– 08 do not include the University of California, Berkeley, or the University of California, Los Angeles.


