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TABLE C
Average Salaries of Professors, By Discipline, as a Percentage of the Average Salaries of

Professors of English, 2001–02

Twenty-fifth Percentile Seventy-fifth Percentile
Discipline Entire Sample Institution Institution

Agricultural Business and Production 101.3 89.2 116.7
Agricultural Sciences 91.8 82.6 101.5
Architecture and Related Programs 94.3 87.6 100.9
Area, Ethnic, and Cultural Studies 100.2 91.2 110.7
Biological and Life Sciences 100.4 90.1 110.1
Business Management and Administrative Services 134.3 117.6 153.9
Communications 93.7 82.9 99.8
Computer and Information Sciences 119.1 106.1 129.4
Conservation and Renewable Natural Resources 94.4 85.5 100.0
Economics 117.4 102.1 127.1
Education 93.4 83.6 100.3
Engineering 116.5 106.4 127.1
Foreign Language and Literature 89.2 79.6 97.1
Health Professions and Related Sciences 106.0 91.0 115.8
History 93.6 84.3 101.1
Home Economics 91.6 81.9 101.3
Law and Legal Studies 144.5 124.8 159.8
Library Science 101.3 87.7 113.9
Mathematics 99.7 86.5 108.5
Parks, Recreation, Leisure, and Fitness Studies 96.1 86.7 101.9
Philosophy and Religion 92.3 83.2 103.3
Physical Sciences 104.4 92.6 115.8
Psychology 101.9 88.8 114.4
Public Administration and Services 102.4 85.6 116.7
Social Sciences (excluding Economics and History) 97.6 85.0 108.1
Visual and Performing Arts 84.8 74.8 91.8

Source: Faculty salary data from the Office of Institutional Research and Information Management, Oklahoma State University.

Oklahoma State University has collected faculty salary data
annually by discipline and rank for a set of doctoral-granting
institutions.18 The participating institutions are members of the
National Association of State Universities and Land Grant
Colleges, many of which are the “flagship” public doctoral-
granting universities in their states. Two private land-grant uni-
versities (Cornell University and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology) and the U.S. Naval Academy also often respond to
the survey. Previous committee reports have summarized infor-
mation gleaned from the Oklahoma State data, and this year we
again make use of them.19 We caution, however, that the
results cited in this section pertain only to a subset of the insti-
tutions included in the AAUP’s “doctoral institution” category;
the subset is made up mainly of public universities.

Table C shows the average salary of full professors in differ-
ent disciplines relative to the average salary of full professors in
English language and literature for 2001–02 (see the Entire
Sample column).20 Average salaries vary widely across disci-
plines at the institutions in this sample. At the full professor
level, the highest-paying disciplines relative to English are busi-
ness management and administrative services, computer sci-
ence, economics, engineering, and law and legal studies. Full
professors’ salaries in these fields are, on average, 34.3 percent,

19.1 percent, 17.4 percent, 16.5 percent, and 44.5 percent
higher, respectively, than the salaries of their counterparts in
English language and literature. The lowest-paying fields are
foreign language and literature, home economics, and visual
and performing arts. On average at these institutions nation-
wide, salaries of full professors in these fields are 10.8 percent,
8.4 percent, and 15.2 percent lower than the salaries of their
counterparts in English language and literature.

To say that, on average, full professors in one discipline earn
a given percentage more or less than full professors in English
language and literature at a sample of institutions is not to say
that this difference occurs at any particular institution in the
sample. In fact, disciplinary salary differentials vary widely
across institutions nationwide. For each discipline, we ranked
institutions from lowest to highest in terms of the average
salary of full professors in the discipline relative to the average
salary of full professors of English language and literature at the
institution. Table C shows the salary comparison for each disci-
pline at the institution that fell at the twenty-fifth percentile
and the institution that was at the seventy-fifth percentile. (For
each discipline, we included only those institutions in the sam-
ple that employed faculty in both the discipline listed and Eng-
lish language and literature.)
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