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faculty members by rank, gender, and tenure status; however,  
it does not collect salary data by tenure status. The median  
academic-year salary for non-tenure-track respondents to the 
2010 CAW survey was $47,500, very close to the 2010–11 aver-
age for the instructor rank ($47,143) in the AAUP’s survey. These 
similar results conceal differences, however. To provide context, 
we looked at the distribution by rank of full-time non-tenure-
track faculty members in the 2010–11 AAUP survey. There were 
just over ninety-six thousand non-tenure-track faculty members 
reported that year, distributed through all the faculty ranks. 
Nearly half were in what might be considered the “typical” non-
tenure-track ranks of lecturer and instructor, but 40 percent were 
in what are commonly presumed tenure-track ranks (assistant, 
associate, and full professor). More than one in five (21 percent) 
assistant professors reported that year were employed off the ten-
ure track. And only a small proportion of these non-tenure-track 
colleagues, about 16 percent, were employed at institutions that 
did not grant tenure. In sum, individuals employed on a contin-
gent basis constitute a significant proportion of the full-time 
faculty, even at institutions that grant tenure and in ranks that 
normally lead to consideration for tenure. 

The lack of faculty rank in the 2010 CAW data complicates 
the analysis in two ways. It conceals the true impact on the sal-
ary distribution of other variables (some of which are examined 
in the tables described in this section), and it makes an adjust-
ment of the 2010 data for inflation impractical. The AAUP 
data indicate that salaries at the various ranks have increased at 
different rates between 2010–11 and 2012–13, rendering any 
overall inflation factor applied to non-tenure-track salaries inac-
curate. But without salary by tenure status in the AAUP data, a 
specific non-tenure-track inflation rate also is unavailable. As a 
consequence, we present tables in this section using unadjusted 
2010 CAW data for all non-tenure-track faculty respondents. 
Readers should bear this in mind when comparing the reported 
salaries to those at their own institutions. 

Table D presents median salaries for a set of disciplinary 
categories, by type of institution. The disciplines in the table 
represent the respondent’s area of academic specialization 
rather than the discipline or disciplines in which instruc-
tion was offered. They have been grouped where the original 
response categories received too few responses. The disci-
plines captured in these responses reflect the organizations 

tablE d
Median Academic-Year Salary for Full-Time Non-Tenure-Track Faculty Members,  

by Academic Specialization and Institutional Category, Fall 2010 (Dollars)

  

Carnegie Classification

associate’s baccalaureate master’s Doctoral/research all institutions

academic specialization median n median n median n median n median n

Anthropology n.d. 9 50,000 33 42,000 37 43,500 144 44,800 237
Art History n.d. 8 47,000 21 44,810 20 45,000 38 46,000 108
Business 47,000 13 49,500 20 50,000 61 66,000 158 60,000 274
Communications n.d. 6 n.d. 7 44,697 57 50,000 105 47,000 185
Education (cluster) 42,854 54 47,200 34 47,000 109 50,000 211 48,000 423
English Language and Literature 42,000 123 45,705 80 40,000 237 39,503 614 40,000 1,102
Health and Natural Sciences (cluster) 54,000 112 50,000 71 45,840 217 58,250 512 53,000 971
History 50,500 28 50,000 31 41,000 100 42,000 136 43,000 307
Humanities 43,875 12 50,500 12 44,100 15 45,500 54 45,222 100
Mathematics 46,000 34 53,250 18 44,700 49 46,350 127 46,675 246
Modern Languages and Literatures, Other Than English 50,500 18 50,000 68 40,000 77 44,500 375 45,000 561
Other Occupational and Professional (cluster) 51,000 43 53,500 26 58,000 126 68,000 350 64,000 580
Other Social and Behavioral Sciences (cluster) 53,000 50 52,000 41 46,500 118 50,000 259 50,000 519
Philosophy and Religion 46,000 11 47,000 40 42,750 70 42,000 99 44,000 249
Studio Art and Design 53,000 20 45,000 18 42,000 43 39,000 67 42,000 196
All Other Programs 48,750 18 47,000 35 44,000 83 47,000 173 46,500 325
Discipline Not Specified n.d. 1 n.d. 1 n.d. 7 50,000 25 49,692 35
    All 48,000 560 49,862 556 44,500 1,426 48,000 3,447 47,500 6,418

 Notes: Salary is standardized to an academic year and outliers have been corrected. N.d. = no data. Medians are not shown for cells with fewer than ten responses. “All 
institutions” includes special-focus institutions and those whose Carnegie classification was not available. Specializations designated “cluster” are groupings of the original 
response categories.
  
 Source: Coalition on the Academic Workforce, Survey of Contingent Faculty Members and Instructors, Fall 2010.  Analysis by AAUP Research Office.


